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Overview of the “Darb Mar Charbel” project 

- Darb Mar Charbel (Saint Charbel Trail, hereafter the “Darb”) is a distinctive project framed 
by the Darbessama foundation. It is a long-distance pilgrimage and hiking trail going across 
green Lebanon (130 km). This “Darb”, a unicum in our country acclaimed as “terra sancta” 
by Saint John Paul II, is to be developed and equipped according to the best standards of 
world-class pilgrimage trails.  

- The Darb kicks off, in its northern part, at the monastery of Mar Antonios Qozhaya, in the 
Qadisha valley, heading towards the Mar Charbel Sanctuary in Annaya (around 80 km), 
whereas in its southern part it starts from Bkerkeh, seat of the Maronite Patriarchate, towards 
the Annaya Sanctuary (ca. 50 km). It mainly goes across the places wherein Mar Charbel 
dwelled throughout his earthly life: his native home, the cradle of his spiritual inspiration, his 
novitiate school, his ordination place, the monastery of his cenobitic and eremitic life, and so 
on. More than 45 towns and villages will be bordering this main trail. Side trails are also 
envisaged.   

- The “Darb” is not just a long touristic trail to hike along sportily. It is a source of spiritual 
enrichment for its explorers, lively evidence of Lebanon’s panoramic nature and profuse 
culture, and an efficient instrument of its sustainable development. We believe that it will be 
a lasting and shining legacy left to our children and grandchildren.  

- The development of the “Darb” has already started in November 2023. We are now (July 
2026) on the verge of completing the northern part in full, which is almost 60% of the full 
project, while the remaining 40% are well under way.   

- The organizing committee (OC) of the project, made of experts in relevant fields (all 
volunteers), is actively conducting the fundraising campaign while supervising the master plan 
of the “Darb”, which will contain milestones, information panels (religious, cultural, 
ecological), museums, spots for spiritual meditation, etc. The OC is also preparing multilingual 
publications, children’s stories, and an integrated program for releasing pilgrimage certificates,  
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while working on the establishment of a network of guesthouses and guides to serve the 
visitors.  

-  The project enjoys full and unconditional support of the Lebanese authorities. Also, the 
interest of the civil society (associations as well as individuals) towards the “Darb” is 
unprecedented and unbounded. 

- The “Darb” will be open to all pilgrims and hikers, irrespective of religion and nationality, 

for the healing miracles through the intercession of Saint Charbel have embraced every 
solicitor without distinction. 

- The estimated cost of the project is around 20, - US$ per meter.  

- The project already enjoys the full backing of the Maronite Patriarch and the Lebanese 
Maronite Order (Mar Charbel’s order), as well as the precious helping hand of Mgr. Elias 
Abdallah Zeidan, archbishop of your distinguished eparchy.   

- A specific account Darb Mar Charbel has already been opened within the Maronite eparchy 
of Our Lady of Lebanon in Los Angeles (see www.eparchy.org), and you were already most 
generous in donating for this project. We still need your prayers and philanthropy to complete 
the southern part of the trail.  

 

 

For more info:  

visit our website and social media groups (darbmarcharbel),  

or phone at  +961 70 437 847,  

or email us at  info@darbmarcharbel.org  

 


